I 


Fo 
* 


* 
— » 


before the Right Honourabl 


peg 
. 
9 


5 N 2 8 b 
„„ EST 3,8 
n A 2 Lay” of . e n 
23 e n 


r the Year enſuing. 


8 — 


ph 
Peters. Cornhill, Rector of Oakley 


” 


in the County of Soll, and Chaplain to the 
Right SLY the L 5 xD MAT OR. 


Ho IIS 


S 
wy 7 3 


t " * 
WW 3 0 * 1238 


"I 


[RO 


\ YG 


n 


P64. i 


* 
wi 


4 
- 1 eee eee 


1 IgE" . 
- - *i% mn 
» * \ 4 


* 


% 
7 . N * x as 8 


4 


PEERS Ma 


en f 4 
. E 4 * 
; { . 


Car? Special tent die Dominico, xXxViij.. die O ob 
Anno Reg Regis GEORGII Mag Britan Cc. 
M. DCC. XVII. 


urt be 


Tertio, Annoq; Dom N 


5 * * 
— . Wt 4 4 * FA I: 1 
n ee ende eee eee 


is Order'd that the Thanks of thisC 
given to the Reverend Mr. Ralph Skerret for 


1 Vote, Wy ww 4 0 4. & 
NAY 


yor. 


LY 


— 


* 


wk Io ö 


* 


* 
* 


. $ 
_O 

7 

f * 


* 


nis Sermon this Day Preached in the Gaild- Hall | 
happel, before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of | | 
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E pleaſed to accept. my humble and hearty;Thanks 
with the accompanying Sermon im return to the 

many great and diſtinguiſping Favours which] 
— ave received from Tour: Loruſbip during the 
Coarſe of this Year, wherein Tou have more the Pretorial 
Robe and born the Civil Sword with ſa much Miſdom, 
Juſtice, Magnanimity and Honoaro :. 
Mot only the Perſons with mom You were argauainted, 
but even the Honeſt Part of the Mhole Nation rei 
at Jour Acceſſion. to the Government\ of this great Me- 
tropolis,.by the Example: whereof ſo many. of the leſſer 
Cities and Corporations in the Ningdum form thiir Con- 
duct and Behaviour; and Nothing but the tuin roſpect 
and the promiſigg Hopes that ua Worthy, Sücceſſor 
will follow Tour Eoerellent Ste ps, ron d mali them Huſir un. 
der the Loſs of fo good a Magiſtrute, mio hath ſhowed hin- 
an exemplary” Patriot in the worſt of Times; and 
whoſe Loyalty and Courage. haue been an grent and re- 
markable under the muſt diſſicult Adminifixation; as; Your 
Station and Authority were high und emintat td 
Ihe Benefits und Happineſs: which: hacie het derived 
upon This City by Jour diſtinguiſhing u and Reſolu- 
tion will be remembred with Reſpect and Pleaſure by all 
Frue Lovers of their Cauntry for many. Tears, however - 
theſe bright Qualities may be induſtriouſly leſſened or 
me eg. . A 2. | miſrepreſented- 12 
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The DEDICATION. | 
— 
| miſrepreſented at Preſent by ſuch as are Tour Enemies, 
whoſe Seditious Attempts Toa have ſeaſonably diſcover'd 
and gefeated their Trea aſonable Deſi ſigns, But "tis Your 
Homoar' aud Hap; x aud muſh N 
 Satisfattion to Your Lordſhip, to have No Enemies, ex- 
cept ſuch Perſons whom nothing lefs than the V. joletidn of 
the High Truſt repoſed in Fos could have made Tour 
Friends: Such as know how to confound the Diſtinitions 
of Good and Evil to ſerve their Own wicked Parpoſes : 
And ſuch 48 e 009 wanted Aſſuraute enough to call Re- 
belliox „5 and dignifie T raytors to their Country 
with the Style and Tithe of Martyrs. > 
But as the Unhappy Ferment which was raged over the 
whole Ning dom by theſe Deſigning Men begins to ſettle, by 
the Maar, and uchfalmp of thePreſentMiniftry; 
ſo likewiſe do thoſe corrupt Humonrs that dijorder' d the 
Communityover which lau preſide, ſesm in 4 great meaſure 
expell a through Tour Iniduſtry ænd good Management: 
And conſequent ly: Your Exdeavours to Make thoſe better 
whom You did not Find fuch 25 they ought to be, have not 
been uſed inwvain.' As therefore it will contribute to the 
| Eaſe and Satisfaition of your moſt Deſerveily adaiined 
Succeſlor, to have by Tour previous Cart Sueis umder hins 
as he would wiſb to Govern ;. ſo muſt We eſteem it Our 
Happineſs to have: the Proſpect of living ſtill under ſurb 
4 Gavernoar as me would wiſh. to: Obey. That all. Four 
Lordſhip*s fincere und eminent Endeavours for the Com 
mon Good, may be rewarded\with-the moſt perfect State 
of Health and Proſperity in This, ard az. with: Im- 
mortal Happineſs in Another Like ts _ Rug? apt 
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For he beareth not the Sword in vain. 


H ESE Words are introduced here 
BEER as an Argument to enforce a due 
2H Submiffion and Obedience to the 
Civil Magiſtrate. For amongſt 
thoſe Early Converts to whom : | 
— St. Pau writ this Epiſtle were many ö | 
ems, ſome. of which vamly thought that T hey; as 
7 | the Favourite People of God, ought not to ſubmit 
1 to the Roman Governors; and Others from a falſe 
i . Notion of their Chxiſtian Liberty coneluded them 
felves exempted. from all Obedience. to any Human | 
Laws or Authority whatſoever. To 0 Apoſtle 
addreſſes himſelf in this. Chapter with great Ele- 
gancy and Zeal ;. exhorting, Every Soul amongſt 
them without Diſtinction to be ſubject to all ſack 


NW N 


Perſons as were veſted with Authority : Not only 


— 


ts the Ring as Supreme; but to all thoſe other Sub- 

ordinate Powers ordained by God fos the Common | 
Good of Society. And why St. Pau ſo earneſtly. = 
preſſes this Duty of; Obedience to the Civil Magi- = 
ſtrate my Text fuggeſts this plain and fubſtantial J 

Reaſon.; He beareth not the Sword in vain. The 
great Energy and Force + Rc * ä 
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any Rule or Jurifd;8on f in this pop uloùs Cit 
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Eſteem and Reverence for all Thoſe, Wh exerciſe 

I 
ſhall endeavour: to fet forth under he khree 10 
lowing Heads. 

Firſt. By briefly reminding you 87 79 3 
Ends and Purpoſes, for Which the h ty 
intruſts Men with the Power of the 15 800 8 

| Secondly. By ſhewing the great Advantages and 

Happineſs which will accrue to That Society 
where the Chief Magiſtrate ſtrives to agſw-e 
theſe ſeveral Ends and Purpoſes, :- And | 

Thirdly. By: bringing theſe an Ry m 
home to our Own: particular 5 * 10 "Cir 
cumſtances. 007 T18--2 Hr 
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Firſt then. 1 ſhall briefly iid Toh of! the 
ſeveral Ends and Purpoſes, for Which the Almighty oy 


intruſts Men with the Power of the Sword. Gf : 


theſe * St. Peter gives a ſatisfactory Account, when 
declaring that all Governors are 5 by God 
for the Puniſhment of Eviltdoers ana for the Praiſe of 


them that do well, Thereby 1 it the Magi- 


ſtrate's peculiar Province, his great and 10 5 on 
fable Duty to give Countenance to Vertue, to re 
buke Vice, and putthe ab in Execution 000 ing 
to their true Intent againſt Offenders of every hes | 
and Quality, that Others may bear and fear ana my 
mit no ſuch W ickedneſs. 

Were there no ſuch Things in Nature as Auth 
wy” and Diſtinction, no o ſuch Laſtitution as Civ 

'$ OE ech, dee Govern-. 
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Government in the World, to excite Some Perſons | 
_ . © to laudable Actions, and controul the inordinate 
| Luſts and Paſſions of Others; what wild and ſavage 
Creatures Men Would appear to Each Other, and . 
how great a Number of them would rather chuſe to « _ 
be employ'd, like Birds and Beaſts of Prey, in 5 
hunting down thoſe of their Own Kind, than in 
eating the Fruits of their Labour and ſubſiſting them- 7 
1 ſelyes hy honeſt Means, we may eaſily conceive by 
= the Multitudes that under tlie greateſt Encourage 
| ments to Vertue and the ſtrongeſt Preſervatives from 
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Vice and Immorality, daily truſt in Wrong and 
Robbery; give themſelves #p to Vanity and Lies, 
and delight to run to all manner of Exceſs in Vio- 
lence and Riot. God therefore, who is the God of 
Juſtice” and Order, the better to conſult the Good 
and Happineſs of Society, hath taken care to place 
Men in proper Stations as his Vicegerents upon Earth, 
to diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments according to 
the Character and Deſerts of Each Member in the 
Body fte eee 
And as tis abſolutely Neceſſary to provide for the 
Intereſt and Security of all. Governments by ſuch 
wholſome Laws, as khreaten Evil-Doers with Pu- 
niſhments ſufficient to deter them from Injuſtice, 
Fraud, and Rapine; fo when any Perſons in Con- 
tempt of theſe Laws and the Penalties which they 
threaten, ſhall commit ſuch Diſorders as are incon- | I} 
ſiſtent with the Peace and Happineſs of Society; tis 
the Buſineſs of the Chief Magiſtrate to inflict ſuch 
Puniſhmients as the ſeveral Offences moſt juſtly de- 
ſerve. And ſince in all well-govern'd Societies theſe 
Puniſhments are proportion'd not only to the Nature 
of the ſeveral Offences; _ likewiſe to the Nee 7 ; 
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leſt by being ſlighted or overlooked they fhould be- 


come rife and epidemical : If therefore any Miſchiefs 


are contrived, and begin to ſpread to the 1 
of the Public Peace and Happineſs, doubtleſs more 
ſevere Inflictions are vequiſite in Such, than would 
be thought proper in Other Caſes. 
But tho? the Almighty hath. put Life and Death 


into the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate, and appoint- 


ed him a Revenge to exrcute Wrath: upon Every One- 
thas does Evil; yet ſuch, Perſons as. {ive quiet aud 
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peace able, Lives in all Godlineſs ana, Honeſty, have no- 


ching to. fear from the wiſe. Inſtitution, and Exerciſe 
of Government: But may reaſonably. expect Prote- 
&z0n, and Favour from the; Governors they. live 
under, not only from the Deſign of Government in 
general, but. likewiſe as contributing. themſelves. 
the Security and Defence of thoſe Rulers, from, whom 
they expect ſuch Protection and Favour. All which 
is briefly-ſet forth in the Words preceding my Text; 
where the Apoſtle affirms that Ralers are; nat 4. Ter- 
rar ta good Works but to the Euil. Milt thou, not then, 


d he, be gad cf 1he Rower.? Ho alas which 5s good 
and thou ſbalt haus Praile: of the ſame. Tor. he. is the 


Miniſter, of God to these for Gaod,; and many beneficial 
Conſequences will, ſurely, be derived by his Provi- 
dence upon the People committed to his. Charge. 
Mhich naturally leads me to ſhew. under my 
Secand Head; The great Advantages and Hapgi - 
Chief Magiſtrate ſtrives, to, anſwer theſe ſeveral 
Ends and; Furpoſes, for which the Almighty hath 
intruſted him a with the Power of, the Sword... But 
where ſhall I begin, or when conclude upon N 
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to 


——- 
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able a Saber For fuch a Mag . 


large and extenfive as the Community to which he 
belongs: From his wife Adminiftration ſach Ad- 
vantages and Happineſs continually flow, and are 
daily diffuſed over the whole Body which He 
vt as ſenſibly refrefh every Individual Part there- 

of, hilft They deſcend like ſinall Rain upon the ten- 
der Herb, or gentle Showers upon dry and thirſty Ground: 


In the Enjoyment whereof no One Perſon can rea- 


; ſonably envy Another; becauſe ti whole'Comrmu- 


fhares Fheſe in a | proportionable Meafure and 
| Degree. * Like the pretions Ointment apon the Head, 
whnch' ram down anto the Beard of Aaron; and deſcended 

Thence eben to the Shirts and Extremir) of his 
Garment : Tea like the Dew of Hermon which fell 
«pos $iow's fruiifal Hill : Such and no leſs confide- 
3 are the Advantages and Happineſs, whietr a 


good Magiſtrate diſpenſes to the People that live 


him: As will evidently appear from the Con- 
 ferarion of the following Particulars. And 
rſt. Such a Magiſtrate: is always a Man of a 
Publick: Spirir,, andrenduet} with: ſuch” an excellent 
_"Femper of Mind as ſets: him above all mean Pur- 
ordelfiſn Views; and conſequentiy determines 
all r Ih and Counſels to the Intereſt of His 
„and all his Endeavours for the Common 
Benefit of the Society over which he preſides: 
While Other Men: are intending their Gain from 
Each Quarter, and plotting and contriving how to 


enlarge their: Poſh ons; His chief Concern is em- 


ploy?d: upon the Public Goode And he clluſes ratlier 

to hazard his Own Private Baſe and Intereſt, _ 
w_ — — — — ——— ——  — - a | | — — 
Pfalm 133. , 3. ; 
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ſuffer the Community to receive any Prejudice. For 

he remembers that he wears the Robe and uſes the 

Sword for it he Service of Others, and not merely to 
increaſe his Own Grandeur or Character; and con- 
ſiders that the Power and Strength and Opportuni- 
bo ties which God affords him throughout the Whole 
—_— Adminiſtration of his Office, are not ſo properly 

<7 His Own, as Theirs by and for Whom he was 
placed in ſo great and eminent a Station. And 
4 therefore like a c on Parent he divides his Care 
1 and Affection with a becoming Prudence for the 
1 protecting and well governing the People under 
him; and while he enjoys the Dignity and Title of 

a God, * makes it his great Buſineſs to avoid the 
. Irregular Paſſions and Infirmities of a Man. For 
249). During the Government of ſuch a Magi- 

ſtrate Juſtice will be Impartially adminiſtred with- 

out Hatred, Fear or Affection. For he conſiders 
himſelf as ruling over Men in God's Stead, that the 
ſudgment which he paſſes in all Matters that are 
— cognizable by him is the Lord's, and that he ſtands 
accountable for the Equity of his Adminiſtration to 

that righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, before 

whom all things here Below lie naked and open. 

1 And therefore he carefully weighs every Cenſure 
2 and Determination in the Balance of the Sanctuary 
_ here, that he may be juſtify? d hereafter, and cleared 
bit when He Himſelf foal be juaged before that great Tri- 
= bunal above, where Nothing will be admitted in 
= Excuſe for thoſe Popular Methods of perverting 
= Juſtice, either by. honouring the Perſon of the Mighty 
1 | or countenancing the Poor in his Cauſe, .. 
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1 A 8056 Magiſtrate/like the fam d Athenian Cott 
"af at Rey which, 'we-are told, held their Seſſions 
in the Dark, will not ſuffer any engaging; or for- 
bidding Circumſtance in the Perſons brought before 
him, to influence his Thoughts or Opinion in the 

Merits of their Cauſe. In theſe Things he is as : 
blind as the Ancient Mythologiſts have repreſented 
Juſtice her Self. And therefore after the Example 
dodge celebrated Court, he never diſtinguiſhes 
1 by the Eye but is wholly directed by his Ear - 
13 which is always open to the Small as well as the Great 


with the ſame Patience and Attention; without in- 
dulging the One, or overruling the Other | in his 
juſt and reaſonable Defence. 

In ſhort. He makes it his great Buſineſs 60 re, 
out the C auſe which he knows not, and to acc in all 
Caſes agrecably to that Important Charge which 

Jehoſbaphat we read gave the Magiſtrates of 7/rael; 
* Take Need what you do; for you judge nr T9 Man but 
the Lord, mho is with: 0 in Judgment.” Mherefore 
nom let the Fear if the Lord be upon me take heed 
and do it. For there is no Iniquity with"the' Lord our 

God, nor Reſpect of Perſons, non tating of Gifts. 
Which righteous Meaſures will, according to the 
Reaſon and Nature of Things, neceſſarily cauſe 

Judgment to run downoas M. 25 and Righteouſneſs as = 

| een Siena. cc. uf 0) Ditto ee 247 3 = 

In the 34 Place. Under the happy Influences of 4 
4 Magiſtrate that bears not the Sword in vain, true 

Religion will be duely countenanced, and the Quiet 


and Peace of the Community carefully preſerved. | 4 
For 15 antidens that Righteouſneſs exalteth wy We _ 4 
tcl | tus 'Y 


* 2 Chron, 19. 6, 7, 
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_— tian and People, and that the more the Practice of 
S in any City, the 


3 Morality and 2 — 
-— greater and more flouriſhing will that City appear: 
| The more abounding in Plenty and Riches within 
its Onn Walls, and the more reſpected and reveren- 
f ced by all the Kingdom beſides: Till it becomes, as 
the Prophet Zyphany ſpeaks, « Name and a Praiſe 
among all the Cities of the Land; and deſervedly ac- 
quires that Character which was formerly given of 
the Children of Ifrae!/; + What One Nation in the 
Kandy 2 lite rphie Poagie © ti) nn ee D 
he better therefore to diſcharge the Truſt re- 
poſed in him, He firſt recommends the Practice of 
Religion by his Own good Example, and then 
ſtrives both by Puniſhment and Favour, to influ- 
ence the whole Community into a ſtrict Imitation 
of His Exemplary Conduct, which fo Eminently 
Mines forth with Warmth and Brightneſs. And iu 
Purſuance of this commendable: Zeal for Religion 
he is always ready to countenance the good and ver- 
tuous; and all Men may depend upon an Intereſt 
with him, in Proportion to their Own Endeavours 
to follow his good Example, by « patient Continuance 
in Mell. doing. a ei, da 4 Re” PR. ©? 47h, br" My ERR 7 
Next to his Regard for Religion and the Honour 
of God, he ſtudies to preſerve the Peace and Quiet ; 
8 of the People committed to his Care; by diligently | 
15M looking out to prevent all threatning Dangers, and | 
4B apply ing ſeaſonable and proper Remedies to all the 
2 Miſchiefs that Unavoidably happen. And the ber- 
ter to underſtand the true State of the Community 


V. 
6 


= - and what Deſigns. are carrying on for the Publith 
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Benefit or Diſſer vice, he is free and affable to his 


Equals, courteous and condeſcending to his Inferiors, 


far from Pride or Moroſeneſs to Any, eaſie of Ac- 


cels to Al upon ſuitable Occaſions, and - pleaſed 
with every Opportunity to encourage Thoſe 7h 


honour and obey the Ring, and meddle not with Sach as. 
are given to Change. Eſteeming no Part of Vertue 


or good Manners, that may endear him to his 


Friends, or render him Acceptable to Men of Bu- 
ſineſs with him, too much to ſhew in his Place and 


Station, in order to make the Authority he bears 
ſerviceable to the great Purpoſes for which he re- 
ceived it. SMOKE ot . | 


Once more. The Civil Magiſtrate that ftrives 


to anſwer the Deſign of his High Station and Em- 
ployment, always acts with great Integrity, Reſo- 


lation and Courage. Nothing leſs he is ſenlible can 


make his Behaviour Uniform and of a Piece, no- 


thing preſerve him firm and hearty in the Exe- 
cution of the Whole of his Office. And therefore 
he ſtudies not ſo much to gain the Applauſe or 


ſcience in the Sight of God, by doing upon all Occa· 
fions what he thinks moſt Conducive to the Pab. 


lich Good; whatever Hard Speeches, Unjuſt Cen- 


ſures, or Unreaſonable Diſcouragements he may 


meet with, from ſome Private Unthinking Per- 
Though the whole Community. ſhou'd be in an 


Approbation of Men, as to diſcharge à good Con- 


Uproat round about him; yet till he maintains 


the ſame conſtant ſincere and ſteady Courſe,” with- 


out turning aſide from his Dat) either to the 


Right Hand or the Left. Neither the Threats or 
Solicitations of the Mighty, 2 the Revilings of 


the 


* 


r 
4 1 8 WR 


ts: A 8E RM ON 5 Preachd uy” K a 
= the Multitade, can prevail with him to renounce 
= thoſe Principles in Action which in his Judgment 
4 he hath eſpouſed ; nor tempt him to deſert that 
| Cauſe which he hath no other Motives to forſake, 
but ſuch as a wiſe and conſidering Perſon wou'd 7 
bluſh to confeſs, and ſuch as his Enemies may iN 
thank him, but his Own Heart will ſurely reproach | 
; him for. In fine, He dreads the angry Reſent- | 
ments of None but his God; he prefers no Intereſt 7 
h to That of the Society; and therefore he dares 1 
do any ching but what misbecomes a good Mz- 4 
giſtr ate. nn 1 


And indeed if Righteouſueſs, to uſe the Words of Y 
the Prophet *, be thus made the Girdle of his Lohns, . 
and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of his Reins; Courage % 
and Reſolution will become at Once his Ornament | 
and Defence, and be a Shield of Safes in his. 
Hand and a Crown of Glory upon. his Head : 
Such as will carry him with ſo much Chearfulneſs 
and Conſtancy, through Honour and Diſbonour, 
through good. Report and evil Report, to the regular 
Diſcharge of the moſt Difficult, as well. as. the 
more pleaſing and eaſie Parts of his Office ; that 
every diſpaſſionate and Unprejudiced Perſon, muſt 
4 fee and report, that Juſtice and good Nature, Wiſ- 
ue dom and Vertue, Integrity and an excellent Spirit 
1 poſſeſſes ſuch a Magiſtrate of 4 Truth; and readily 
== allow him an Undoubted Title to that Chara- 
= Qer which the holy Patriarch ſo much valued. 
* Þ+ I pat on Righteouſneſs and it clothed me; my Judg- 
ment became like a Robe aud a Diadem. 
1 you From 
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eaſily form a right Judgment of the Advantages 


nity raife it Self (unleſs the Members of it Wilful- 


ly obſtruct their Own Benefit and Intereſt) where 


the Chief Ruler makes the Welfare thereof the 


great and only Compaſs, by which he directs his 
Counſels and ſteers all his Actions? What Com- 
plaints or Murmurings can be juſtly made in the 


Streets of that Corporation, through which Judg- 


From ſuch Conſiderations as theſe Mankind may 
and Happineſs which a good Magiſtrate derives up- 
on the Community he lives in: Which are ſure 
to be illuſtrated, and more ſenſibly underſtood by 
Daily Experience. For to what a conſiderable 
Pitch of Grandeur and Reſpe# may that Commu- 


ment runs down like Water and Righteouſneſs as 4 


mighty Stream? Shall not the Treaſure-Houſes of 


a City become fall and plenteous with all Manner of 


Store, when the Civil Magiſtrate promotes the 


Efteem and Practice of true Religion by his Exam 


ple; his Authority, his Influence and his Encou- 


ragement; the moſt likely Means to recommend 


the Inhabitants to the Friendſhip and Favour of 
the Lord of the whole Earth, who alone hath it in 
his Power to make Poor and to mate Rich? Muſt 
not Diviſions ceaſe, and Peace and Tranquility be 


multiply'd in all Places, where Good Men are ſuita- 
bly encourag'd and the Wicked brought to con- 


dign Puniſhment, by Governours exerting- them- 
ſelves for or againſt all Perſons without Diſtinction, 
as they do, or do not follow after the Things which 


make for Peace? And will not Bleſſings of A Rind 


plentifully deſcead upon Every Society, which is 
governed by Such a Magiſtrate on whom Integrity 
and Courage continually Wait? That defies all Dan- 

ls C 2 N 
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„ ; 
ger and fears no Evil where his Daty leads him: 
Who is Proof againſt all Temptations, and deaf to 
the ſofteſt Allurements which Intereſt offers to the 
Prejudice of the Pablick : That dares even break 
the Jams of the Wicked to bring Offenders to Juſtice ; 
and hath Courage ſufficient to ſtruggle with the 
Paſſions, and oppoſe the Influence of the moſt Weal- 
thy and Powerfal, when they employ theſe Advan- 
tages to promote ill Deſigns. Happy ſurely are the 
People that are in ſuch a Caſe : Yea bleſſed may we 
_ juſtly pronounce that City which is ſubject to Go- 
vernours ſo much reſembling Thoſe which Jethro 
recommended to Moſes ; * 4ble Men, Men of Truth, 
ſueh as fear God, and hate Covetouſneſs. And thus 
have I a fair and direct Way opened to my _- 
Third Head: The great Buſineſs of which is to 
bring the two general Confiderations foregoing 
home to our Own particular Caſe and Circum- 
Rances. You have been Briefly reminded of the 
ſeveral Ends and Purpoſes, for which the Almighty 
intruſts Men with the Power of the Sword; and 
been likewiſe made ſenſible of the great Advantages 
and e which will accrue to That Society, 
where the Chief Magiſtrate ſtrives to anſwer theſe 
feveral Ends and Purpoſes. How far the Worthy 
Magiſtrate who at preſent fills the Chief Seat of. 
Power in This City, hath maintamed the Dignity 
of his Character by anſwering the great Deſign of 
His Appointment ; let his own Exemplary Conduct 
and Unwearied Toils teſtifie to the Ignorant, and 
refreſh the Memory of ſuch as have been Eye Mit- 


| meſſes 
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* Exod, 18, 21. 
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neſſes of Theſe. For I queſtion whether it will 
* not look like a Diminution of his Character to fay, 
1 that he hath not born the Sword in vain; when in 
Some Inftances of his Duty his Behaviour hath 
even prevented our Wiſhes, in Many far ſurpaſs'd 
our moſt ſanguine Hopes, and in All ſhew'd a Ge- 
nerous Difregard to his Own Health, Intereſt and 
Eaſe, when Theſe have come into Competition 
1 with the Pablick Good. To his ſincere Regard of 
= the true Proteſtant Religion and his ſtrict Diftri- 
me bution of Juſtice, we owe the timely Suppreſſion 
of the late Seditious Tumaults and Riots; which 
were raifed and fomented by Perfons Profeſſedly I 
indeed of the Eftab/iſhed Churrh, bur yet (to their = 
Shame be it ſpoken) ſecretly in the Intereſt of Rome | | 
and the Pretender: And to His Integrity and 
F fearleſs Courage we ought in reaſon to aſcribe our 
= Preſent Peace and Tranquility. 
> If theſe Bleſſings promiſe well for our Future 
br Advantage and Happineſs, doubtleſs we ought to 
thank God, the Author and Giver of every good. and 
Perfect Gift, for raiſing up a Magiſtrate of ſuch 
Iutegrity and Reſolution to preſide over this City 
at ſuch a Critical Juncture, in a Time of fo much 
| Diſerder and Hazard : And to thank him the More 
for giving us ſo fair a Proſpect of the Continuance, 
if not the Improvement of our preſent” state of Se- 
curity and Joy, under the wiſe and ſteady Go-- 
vernment of the ſucceeding” Lord Mayor. Who = 
hath already given publick and undoubted Aſſu- — 
rances, that he will follow the Steps of his worthy 1 
Predeceſſors for the Good of this Metropolis, as 4 
far as his Ilt-ftate of Health will allow. And in or- ; 
der to make his. Sincere Eudeavours the more * wh E 
| ceſsful J 
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ceſsful to this Purpoſe; he hath declared himſelf 
ſo. very kind and condeſcending, as to deſire all 
his Fellom Citizens to contribute. what lies in their 
= Power. that the Influence thereof ma) extend it Self not 
= - ozly through the City, but likewiſe over the whole Ring- 
= dom. And ſure we mult be of All Men the moſt 
diſingenuous and unworthy, if under ſo great En- 
couragement, we do not readily comply with his 
zul e ble Dees. 
= For 'tis Morally impoſſible for the Civil Magi- 
= ſtrate to do all Things Himſelf, how zealous ſo- 
= ever he may appear in the Diſcharge of that Emi- 
nent Truſt repoſed in him. St. Paul indeed calls . 
. him the Miniſter of God ||, and the Mor * gives 1 
him the Style and Title of a God himſelf. But yet 1 
1 foraſmuch as he wants that extenſive Preſence, 11 
3 Ruomledge and Power, which are requiſite to qua- ; 
_ lifie him Perſonally to diſcover, apprehend and pu- | 
niſh all that offend: Tis our Iztereſ# therefore as 
well as our Duty, to be ſincere and vigorous in 9 
ſopporting his Honour, Authority and Adminiſtra- - 
7 tion; and heartily endeavour to make the good N 
= Effects of his Government extend as far at Leaſt, 
= as his Own proper Influence and Power reach. For 
then we may expect to ſee that general Charge to 
Ezra + duly. comply'd with, by the ſpeedy Exe- 
cution of Judgment upon All that obey not the Laws - 
=. of God, and the Commanament of the Ring, whether it 
—_ be unto Death, or to Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of 
= | Goods, or to Impriſonment. e e pf 
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convenient Curbs to reſtrain thoſe bold and daring 
Offenders, whom neither the Senſe of their Dat) 


nor the Fear of Future Miſery can keep within juſt 
and reaſonable Bounds. Such Vengeance indeed 
properly belongs to God alone; but He hath wiſe- 
ly intruſted the Execution thereof with the Civil 


Magiſtrate for the Defence of Society and the Pre- 
ſervation of Peace and Order amongſt Men: Who 
could not give ſufficient Protection to the Good 
and Vertuous, if he were not Thus qualify'd to be- 


come a Terror and a Sword to the Evil. But 


notwithſtanding this wiſe and neceſſary Provifion 


for the Defence and Benefit of the Community; 


unleſs the ſeveral Members of it will diſcharge 
their Duty by diſcovering, and appearing againft 


Wicked Doers: We can't expect that Many will 
be puniſhed, or the Society much reformed: even 


by the ſtricteſt and moſt diligent Hand. 


*Tis incumbent then upon all the Inhabitants of 
This City in their proper Places and Stations, to be 
aiding and aſſiſting to the Chief Magiſtrate accord - 
ing to their Ability; and lend a helping Hand, as 


Occaſions: offer, to the due Execution of His Au- 


thority and the Laws of the Nation. Wherever 
wie meet with any Seditious or Diſaffetted, any Lewd 


or Diſorderly Perſons, if the gentler Methods of Re- 


proof have no Influence upon them, it then becomes 
our Daty to bring them to Pablict Shame and Pu- 
niſhment, by putting them into the Hands of the 


Civil Magiſtrate Who bears not the Sword in vain. 
The Number of Seditious and Diſaffected Perſons. 
ſeems. indeed to be mightily: leſſen'd amongſt us, 


lent 


r Inflictions, Theſe che moſt 
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lent Magiſtrate, who hath preſided over us thro! 
This Current Vear: But the Lewd and Diſorderiy, 
I fear, rather abound ; not through any Veglect or 
Careleſueſs of His, but for want of better Informa- 
tion. Let me therefore intreat and beſeech you 
All to be more diligent for the Future, in bringing 
theſe Offenders to that Exemplary Juſtice, which 
their profligate Crimes make Neceſſary for the Be- 
nefit of This City and Nation as well as Themſelves. 
For how can we reaſonably hope for the Continu- 


ance of the Divine Blaſſing upon Our Endeavours, 
to ſecure the Government from Foreign Ivaſions or 


Inteſtine Feuds, while We Ourſelves ſuffer it to be 
fecretly betray d by that Prophaneſs and Immorality, 
which, I am forry to ſay, hath ſpread it ſelf in a 
reater or leſs Degree through AZ Parts of the 
ity and Kingdom. To take an unbridled Liber- 


ty is at Preſent thought Genteel and Faſhionable, 


and not to be reftrain'd by Conſcience in any Caſe 


a Piece of Gallantry and good Breeding; and too 


many I am ſenſible are more ſolicitous after the 
Character of Gentlemen, than the Title and Repu- 
tation of ſober and good Chriſtians, 

Since the Almighty hath bleſſed the Arms of the 


beſt of Princes, taken up in the Defence of the beſt of 


Cauſes, with ſpeedy, with unexpected Succeſs ; 
when Our Enemies ſeem to have laid aſide all 
Thoughts and ExpeQations of prevailing againſt 
Us; and having good Reaſon. to belive, that the 
Mercifal Providence of God' is laying the Founda- 


tion of more Advantages: for Us, by the Hands 


and Endeavours of his Servant GEO'RGE Our 


Lawful and Rightful King: Under ſuch prevailing 


Motives to live as becomes a People ſaved by the Lord; 


iT 


ONS 2 ö 4 r 4 1 * 4 
nos big IT nnn i os IS. 8 habe n 
renne 1 * : N 
— n Nn * $ 4 9 BS F * g 9 


5 
a Y 
* . 
FF wy 6 440 LACS *l r 4 r 5 | | 
N x 
4 - 4 * * 1 +: 08. N . £5 * 7 ” - 
> 6 s * 7 9 
8 * #:; + 7 , oF - N ** ' * . 
x 6 * 0 * 1 * q N . 
” g a 
6 8 8 - | 
— 


f 


9 #1 ” « 1.1 = ab 4 yoo - 4 S A 
bbs Fakes na q N * MS as \ 4 . r ws n n L 1 1 * + <A > 
« $395 n WOW TOs We N * 80 9 hath 4 7 ” - #6 has n * * 5's - 2 = OY ” RS ED y y * 2. * 
* * — * i : MICA, 2 * N 3 „ 2 * 3 x 
- nns ” . 9 — * * N 2 7 +? Y > FT 1 4 l 
2 1 * * : wy "4 4a : = 7 y * . Ad” - 
es A MEG. + F 8 e 8 2 
T * * 


: f £ 5 een 
1 vos 5 * 1 of , 
„ 2 11 


ee EE £0 1 
F © 4 1 
* * R l * 


80 * 1 
3 * 1 N 2 
+ 157 
% ; 4 on, 
» 1 9 1 9 
8 * 1 


f 


e rupt it; we ſhall either ſee it decline gradually, 
1 


+ laſt, For, as he proceeds to argue, it cannot 
9 7 
\ CC 


verſally Vicious, or give them Succeſs for their 


E 
@ 3 
9 2. 
3 8 
> — 
£5 1 
8 
* yas 0 
_ — 
* wa 
S7F'E 
a) - 
23 
Ds © 
85 
4 
Bra 
g 8 
Po = 
88 
by Qu 
es 
29 8 
c v = 
Q 5 
— 
TS 8 


Ends upon Other Kingdoms which are as Bad = 
„if not Worſe than Themſelves. - . | . = 
May all the Inhabitants of this great . = 
ſerioully conſider theſe Things, while the Almighty = 

_ - affords them ſufficient Time and Opportunity; and 1 
may their good Example in The, as well as in | 
Other Caſes, be carefully followed by the Whole 
Nation. Let them endeavour firſt to correct theiiet 
On Lives and Actions, and then take all proper r 
O.ccaſions to reform Other Mens by Arguments, by 
Reproof, by Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, and when 
ſuch welk-natur'd Methods prove ineffectual, by 
caauſing all ſuch Offenders to be brought to Pablie 
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